Early secondary suture versus healing by second intention of incisional abscesses.
A controlled trial was set up to compare the treatment of wound abscesses, occurring after laparotomy, with either early secondary suture combined with cefuroxime and metronidazole given intravenously or by healing by second intention. The secondary suture was performed two days after wound drainage and resulted in a significant reduction (p less than 0.01) in healing time without complications. No reinfections occurred.